Fairfield County Community Foundation  Awards $25,000 Grant to 

The Bridgeport Public Education Fund’s Mentoring Program

The Fairfield County Community Foundation recently awarded a grant in the amount of $25,000 to the Bridgeport Public Education Fund, Inc. in support of their college bound program, Mentoring for Academic Achievement and College Success (MAACS).  The mentoring program pairs college students from Fairfield University, Sacred Heart University and The University of Bridgeport one-on-one with high school students from the three Bridgeport public high schools.  

MAACS addresses the high dropout and low college attendance rates of Bridgeport public high school students.  While many Bridgeport students have the ability and desire to attend college, they often lack the informational resources, financial means, and support and encouragement that make college attendance a viable option.  By providing students will college-directed support and detailed information about the various aspects of college through mentoring relations with successful college students, the MAACS program makes college education possible for the students in the three Bridgeport high schools.  Approximately 95% of all MAACS participants enter a college of their choice. Since 1988 when MAACS was established, over twenty five hundred high school students have been served.  

All MAACS seniors who attend the College Readiness Workshops in April are automatically enrolled in the College Assistance Program (CAP).  CAP provides the college students with emotional and financial support.  All CAP students receive a stipend each semester and are eligible for emergency financial assistance.

For more information about the MAACS program and the Bridgeport Public Education Fund, please contact Marge Hiller, Executive Director at 331-0551 or visit the website at www.bpef.org.  

“This is one of best models of mentoring in the country – students working with students.  We are grateful to the Fairfield County Community Foundation for their support of  MAACS. Their funding of $25,000 will enable us to maintain the high level of programming that the high school students expect from MAACS,” said Marge Hiller, Executive Director of the BPEF. A former Bassick High School student who is now a Junior at Fairfield University has become a MAACS mentor because…”my mentor helped me prepare for the rigor in college and is one of the reasons I am now attending Fairfield University.  I want to help someone have the same opportunities I received from MAACS.”

The Fairfield County Community Foundation promotes the growth of community and regional philanthropy to improve the quality of life throughout Fairfield County. Individuals, families, corporations and organizations can establish charitable funds and contribute to existing funds. The Foundation also provides philanthropic advisory services, and develops and leads initiatives to tackle critical community issues. It is in compliance with the Council on Foundations’ national standards for community foundations. The Foundation has awarded over $100 million in grants to nonprofits in Fairfield County and beyond. For more information, visit www.fccfoundation.org.

