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In 1983, the Bridgeport Public Education Fund (BPEF) became a charter  
member of the Public Education Fund Network (PEN). At that time PEN was a 
newly established national organization, funded by the Ford Foundation, to build 
partnerships between urban school districts and their business communities.  As 
BPEF approaches its 30th anniversary in 2013, we are taking this opportunity to 
reflect on our history. The mission to ñdevelop programs and mobilize the  
community for quality public education in Bridgeport,ò remains the same.  
However, the focus and work has evolved into three key areas: College  
Readiness & College Success, Community Engagement, and Teacher  
Recognition. 
 
The BPEF Board of Directors provides the vision that guides our work, identifies 
unmet needs in the public schools, and ensures that we have the staff capacity 
and financial support to sustain our mission and make a difference in the  
outcomes for our students.  The many strong partnerships that exist enable the 
BPEF to guarantee a more effective use of our resources, and a greater ability 
to plan for the future achievement and success of our children. Membership in 
PEN has enabled us to forge partnerships with national organizations such as 
the Kettering Foundation, Public Agenda, The Gallup Organization, and  
Knowledge Works. 
 
Building and maintaining a strong and supportive educational environment is the 
core mission of the Bridgeport Public Education Fund.  BPEF remains  
committed to enriching the academic experiences of Bridgeport students, 
teachers, and administrators.  
 
Each year we examine our goals and objectives to determine that our focus is 
true, our work is unique, and that the BPEF is an important and respected  
organization both locally and nationally. 
 
Thank you for your support and commitment to underserved students in  
Bridgeport and throughout the country. 

Marge Hiller  
Executive Director  

Executive Director 



  

 

The intended impact of BPEF is Career 
and College Success for Bridgeport 
Public School Students Grades K-12. 

 
ñHaving a MAACS mentor prepared me mentally, and walked me through the 
college process; as a first generation college student this was very helpful.ò 
 
 

- OôRayne Clarke 
Central High School `10, MAACS Graduate, CAP Class `10 

University of Connecticut  `14 
Accounting major 

The mission  of the BPEF is to develop  
programs and mobilize the community for 
quality public education in Bridgeport. 

Key Program Areas:  

College Readiness & Success 

Community Engagement 

Teacher Recognition 

MAACS Mentor Orientation  

Mentoring at Central High School 

First Day reading enrichment program 



 

 

The objective   of the Mentoring for Academic Achievement and College  
Success  (MAACS) program  is to enable our students to successfully complete 
their post-secondary education.   
 

High school students are paired with college mentors who help them with goal 
setting and the college application process.   

 
MAACS students who complete the College Readiness Workshops in the spring 
of their senior year are enrolled in our College Assistance Program (CAP). 
CAP assists students with social, academic, and financial concerns while in  
college.  

Mentoring for Academic Achievement and College Success  

ñBeing a part of the MAACS program was an amazing experience. I still 
keep in touch with my former mentor. We built a great relationship that 
will probably last forever. Serving as a board member while in high 
school was a great experience because it allowed me to be vocal which 
led me to express my opinion on some of the amazing things and is-
sues Bridgeport Public Schools faced and, I also got the opportunity to 
network with other professionals on the board.ò 

- Daniel Ndamwizeye  
Bassick High School `08, MAACS Graduate, Charter Oak Scholar 
Southern Connecticut State University `12 
Business Administration major with a concentration in Finance 

Our Five Year Goal is to:  


